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Spanish army immediately laid siege to MontreuiL On 7 July
Hertford had written to the Duke of Norfolk, "His Ma[jes]t[y]
hath willed us to signine vnto youe, to be kept secret vnto
youer lordshippe and Mr. Treasourer, that His Ma[jes]t[y]
myndith hymself to lay siege to Boulogn."36 Henry VIII had
never intended to march on Paris. Boulogne was his true ob-
jective from the beginning. Norfolk had been directed to move
against Montreuil for a twofold purpose: the English King had
to pretend to be carrying out his agreement with Charles; he
also wished to delude the French into leaving Boulogne poorly
protected.
Possibly Charles, faithless himself to his ally, was sceptical
of Henry's show of marching on Paris, but the French were
completely misled by the Duke of Norfolk's movement toward
Montreuil. Marechal du Biez, a skillful and experienced French
commander at Boulogne, was drawn out of that city. Thinking
to delay the English movement on Paris, he hurried to hold
Montreuil as long as possible. Nevertheless, historians agree
that if Henry and Charles had carried out their agreement to
the letter, Paris would certainly have fallen into their grasp.
In marching against Montreuil the English met with many
difficulties. Before the juncture of English and Imperial troops
on their way to Montreuil was made, the Spanish were to fur-
nish guides and some provisions to the English. The provisions
were not forthcoming, and the guides were unfit or treacherous.
As the Duke of Norfolk, the Earl of Surrey, and others of the
Army Council wrote on 4 July,
Havinge no guydes but suche as they geve us, [we] have bene
brought suche waies as we thinke never armye passed, uppe and
downe the hills, thoroughe hedges, woodes, and marresys [marshes],
and all to cause us to lodge upon the Frenche groundes, savenge
their awne frendes. And, besides that, we have bene so well kepte
fastynge from drynke, that a good parte of tharmye have onely
dronken water sithe yesterdaie sevynnyght. We have not forborne
to speke quicklye to them [guides]; and allso I, the Duke of Norf-
folk, have wrytten to my Lady Regent [Queen Marie] 2 tymes
veray quicklye, shewyng unto Her, that oneles the promyses made
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